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SUBJECT: EXIM BANK LOAN ARREARAGES 

REF: A. BANGUI 1866 B. STATE 243158 C. BANGUI 1838 D. BANGUI 1781 

1 . AS EXPRESSED REFTEL A, EMBASSY IS CONCERNED OVER 
EXIM BANK POSITION ADOPTED REFTEL B. ALTHOUGH GOCAR 
IS NOW WILLING TO PUSH AHEAD ON DEBT RESCHEDULING FOR 
REASONS STATED REFTEL D PARA 3, THIS PROBLEM IS NOT 
AMONG GOCAR’S PRIMARY CONCERNS AT THIS TIME. IF EXIM 
BANK LEAVES THE BALL IN GOCAR'S COURT, IT IS LIKELY 

THAT PLAY WILL CEASE. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE GOCAR DOES 
NOT HAVE THE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE OR MOTIVATION TO PROCEED 
IN THIS MATTER WITHOUT EXTERNAL PRODDING AND ASSISTANCE. 
THEY WILL ASSUME THAT IF EXIM IS NOT WILLING TO SEND 
SOMEONE TO BANGUI THAT USG IS NOT SERIOUS ABOUT PROBLEM. 

IN ADDITION THEY PROBABLY FEEL THAT IT IS OUR TURN TO 
COME HERE, SINCE SPECIAL EMISSARY BARKHAN REPRESENTING 
GOCAR HAS ALREADY BEEN TO WASHINGTON. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE CONTACT EXIM BANK AND IMPRESS 
UPON THEM THE SERIOUSNESS OF ENGAGING IN BILATERAL NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH GOCAR IN BANGUI AT THIS TIME. IF THE CURRENT 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PROGRESS IS NOT SEIZED, IT IS LIKELY THAT 
GOCAR'S INTEREST WILL WANE AND THE ARREARAGES PROBLEM WILL 
REMAIN A STUMBLING BLOCK IN US/CAR ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
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